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INTRODUCTION

Globalization

ABSTRACT

Local languages reflect a society’s cultural identity and diverse
traditions, but globalization increasingly threatens their survival
through the dominance of international languages and widespread
social change. This article explores how sociolinguistics can
bolster the preservation of regional languages by investigating the
key factors underlying language shift and proposing relevant,
practical remedies. It highlights the importance of community
involvement and intergenerational language transmission as
central strategies, while also emphasizing the value of
incorporating regional languages into formal education, media,
and public life. By integrating sociolinguistic methods, including
the analysis of language attitudes, policy development, and
community-based initiatives, this study underscores the collective
responsibility of governments, educators, and local communities
in sustaining linguistic diversity. The findings illustrate that a
collaborative and consistent approach can cultivate resilience
among marginalized languages, thus ensuring the continued
vitality of the cultural heritage they embody.

brought many

@2025:Education Journal and Reaserch

challenges, especially for the sustainability

positive impacts, especially in facilitating
cross-cultural communication and expanding
access to information. However, on the other

hand, globalization also brings great

of local languages. Local languages, which
are a reflection of the cultural identity and
local wisdom of a community, are now on

the verge of extinction. The dominance of
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global languages such as English and the
influence of foreign cultures makes the
younger generation tend to abandon their local
languages.

The preservation of local languages is
becoming increasingly important, not only to
maintain cultural identity but also to maintain
the world's linguistic wealth. In this regard,
sociolinguistics plays a key role. As a branch
of science that studies the relationship
between language, society and culture,
sociolinguistics offers a theoretical framework
to understand the dynamics of language
change in society as well as strategies to
preserve it. This article aims to explore the
role of sociolinguistics in local language
preservation in the era of globalization.
Through this approach, it is hoped that readers
can understand the challenges faced as well as
the solutions that can be applied to ensure that
regional languages remain alive and thriving

amidst the current of modernization.

RESEARCH METHOD

Examining successful language
revitalization initiatives provides valuable
insights into the role of sociolinguistics in
language preservation. The Wo6panaak
Language Reclamation Project, focused on
reviving the Wampanoag language in the
United States, exemplifies the importance of
community  engagement and  cultural

integration in language preservation15.
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The Sustaining Minoritized
Languages in Europe (SMILE) project offers
another compelling example. This project
emphasizes community-driven efforts to
revitalize endangered languages,
highlighting the importance of local
ownership and agency in language
preservation initiatives16.

The SMILE project also highlights the
importance of understanding the rationale
for  emphasizing regional  language
acquisition in post-conflict areas. In many
cases, regional languages have been
suppressed or marginalized due to political
conflict  or historical oppression.
Revitalizing these languages can be a crucial
step in promoting reconciliation, healing,
and cultural identity17.

DISCUSSION AND RESULT

Another important aspect of language
revitalization is reversing language shift.
This involves encouraging the use of
endangered languages in a variety of

contexts and domains.

The following table, adapted from '8
outlines various methods for reversing
language shift and their effectiveness at

different stages of language endangerment:
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Method

Weakening

Moribund

Dead/Extinct

Immersion
Neigborhood
Bilingual
Master-apprentice
TPR
Telephone
Radio
Multimedia
Two-way
Formulaic
Artificial pidgin
Place name
Reclamation

Adoption

effective
effective
effective
effective
effective
effective
effective
effective
effective
effective
effective
effective
effective

effective

ineffective

ineffective

ineffective
effective
effective
effective
effective
effective
effective
effective
effective
effective
effective

effective

ineffective
ineffective
ineffective
ineffective
ineffective
ineffective
effective
effective
effective
effective
effective
effective
effective

effective

This table illustrates the range of strategies
available for language revitalization, from
immersion programs to the use of multimedia
resources. The choice of method depends on
the specific context and the degree of language
endangerment.
Incorporating Sociolinguistic
Perspectives into Language Teaching.
Integrating sociolinguistic principles into
language teaching can significantly contribute
to local language preservation efforts. By
raising awareness about the social and cultural
value of local languages, educators can foster
positive language attitudes and encourage
language use among students'®. Positive
attitudes towards local languages are crucial
for encouraging language use and
transmission to future generations. Language
teachers can incorporate sociolinguistic
perspectives through various activities and
approaches:
Role-play scenarios: Create

situations where students must navigate real-
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life interactions using the local language.
For example, students can role-play ordering
food at a restaurant, asking for directions, or
participating in a traditional ceremony?°,

Cultural comparisons: Encourage
students to research and discuss how
customs and social behaviors differ between
their own culture and the culture associated
with the local language. This can involve
comparing greetings, gestures, and social
etiquette?°.

Analysis of social situations: Use
videos or scenarios depicting social
interactions in the local language to analyze
linguistic choices, cultural norms, and social
dynamics. For example, students can
analyze how people use different forms of
address depending on their social status or
relationship®®. When designing language
teaching programs, it is crucial to consider
students' sociolinguistic backgrounds. This
includes their prior language experiences,
cultural identities, and social networks'. By
understanding  students’  sociolinguistic
contexts, teachers can tailor their instruction
to meet the specific needs and learning styles
students. To

of  their promote

communicative  competence, language
teachers can incorporate authentic materials
into their lessons. This can include recorded
dialogues, movies, and television shows that
showcase the local language in real-life
contexts'?. Using authentic materials can

expose students to different dialects,
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registers, and speech styles, enhancing their
understanding of language variation and its

social significance.
CONCLUSION

In conclusion, sociolinguistics provides
a crucial framework for understanding the
complex relationship between globalization,
language change, and local language
preservation. While globalization poses
challenges to local languages through the
dominance of major languages and
accelerated language change, it also offers
opportunities for language revitalization and
maintenance through increased access to
technology and resources. By integrating
sociolinguistic  principles into language
teaching, educators can foster positive
language attitudes, promote language use
among students, and empower communities to
preserve their linguistic and cultural heritage.
Language is not just a communication tool but
also a repository of cultural knowledge,
values, and traditions, and its preservation is
crucial for maintaining cultural diversity and
identity. As languages continue to evolve in
the era of globalization, sociolinguistics will
play an increasingly important role in
navigating the challenges and opportunities of
language preservation, ensuring that local
languages thrive and continue to enrich the

cultural tapestry of our world.
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